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MATTHEW. V. 16, 


LET YOUR LIGHT so SHINE BEFORE MEN, THAT 
THEY MAY SEE YOUR GOOD WORKS, AND GLO- 
RIFY YOUR FATHER WHICH 18 IN HEAVEN. 


HE ſuperior Excellency of that Diſ- 
courſe, from which theſe Words are 
quoted, was deſervedly acknowledg- 


ed in the early Ages of the Church. It was 
ſelected for the Inſtruction of young Perſons 


in the Principles of Chriſtian Morality. The 
great and ſalutary Precepts of practical Reli- 


gion are here delivered in artleſs and una- 
dorned Language. Our beneficent and hea- 


venly Teacher did not amuſe his Hearers with 


verbal Diſputes or ſcholaſtic Subtleties. The 
trifling Diſquifitions of pagan Philoſophy have 
no Place in this nnn Compendium of 
moral Truth. 
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It has deer remarked, that our divine Maſ- 
ter, in his Addreſſes to the Multitude, fre- 
quently enforced his Inſtructions by alluding 
to what more immediately preſented itſelf to 
his Obſervation *. This Remark may, per- 
haps not improperly, be applied to the Paſſage 
juſt. read to you. To inſpire his Hearers 
with a generous Deſire of diſtinguiſhing them- 
| ſelves. by an extraordinary Improvement in 
Goodneſs, it may be reaſonably preſumed, 
that he directed their Attention to an Object 
before them to the SUN, the Lamp of Day, 
which was now purſuing his Courſe in the 
Expanſe of Heaven, diffuſing Light and 
Chearfulneſs around him. Ye are, like that 
Sun, the Light of the World: © How conſpicu- 
ous, how bright ſhould you appear under that 
Character! In the Countries of the Eaſt, 
celebrated * mild Climates and wer kended 
* See Maundrell's Tourney Som: Alas to b Teach, P. 115; 


and Sir Iſaac Newton's Obſervations on hy Prophecies of Daniel, 
| Part i i. Ch. 1 I. Z 


Skies, 
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Skies, no Object could poſſibly be more gor- 
geous and magnificent than this great Lumi- 
nary of Heaven. To this glorious Body, 
which the oriental Writers have graced with 
the various Appellations of © the Lord of the 
World,” © the ſupreme Light,” “the moſt 
Excellent, — I ſay, to this glorious Body the 
Splendor of good Actions, and the Examples 


of virtuous Life, may be not unaptly com- 


pared. Let your Light fo ſhine before Men, that 
they may ſee your good Works, and glorify Jour 
Father which tis in Heaven. 


Example hath not ſeldom the Force of Au- 


thority and Command. So widely extenſive 


is its Efficacy, that ſome Writers have been 


induced to conſider it as the Source of our 
Morals. Man, prone to Imitation, is ſtrong- 
ly inclined to form himſelf after thoſe Pat- 


terns which are placed before him. Now our 


Condition would be truly miſerable and for- 


lorn, if good Example had not Powers peculi- 


= ny attractive and engaging: And though 
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midity of many worthy Men, who wrap their 
Virtue in Obſcurity, and are not ambitious 
to force themſelves into the Notice of the 
World ; yet it is pleaſing to obſerve, that 
there are few Stations of Life in which the 
Uſefulneſs of a good Example is not conſpi- 
cuous. Even in the filent Scenes of Privacy 
and Retirement it is of great Avail. It does 
not, indeed, there dazzle you with the Pomp 
of worldly Parade and uſeleſs Oſtentation: It 
is clothed in the ſimple, but decent Garb of 
Humility and Lowlineſs, like that Wiſdom 
which-deriyes its Deſcent from Heaven, mild | 
and gentle, peaceable and forbearing. . 

The Importance of this Leſſon of Inſtruc- 
tion, which the Text inculcates, is ſufficiently 
evinced, from the Effect it had on the primi- 
tive Profeſſors of the Chriſtian Faith. Of all 
the Arguments which contributed to the Suc- 
ceſs of the Goſpel, none probably was more 
n than "a W Piety, the un- 
common 


146 


Chriſt. Their Conduct was ſcrutinized with 
curious and envious Eyes; they were expoſed 
to Calumny, and loaded with Reproach : But 
their blameleſs Manners, their uneorrupt 
Lives, a Magnanimity ſuperior to all Diffi- 
eulties, a noble Contempt of Riches and Ho- 
nors, an undiſturbed Tranquillity in the 
Hour of Death, an invincible Patience under 
Tortures ſtill more grievous than Death the 
Aſſemblage of ſuch brilliant and divine Qua- 
lities reflected Luſtre upon their Faith; while 
thoſe who ſaw and admired the Shining of 
their Light, as well in living as dying for the 
Goſpel, py embraced * Doctrine of the | 
Crocs. 

On che ochiey Hand; to ks PO 150 
conſequently the Immorality, of the Greek 
Church, its Overthrow is entirely aſcribed. 
And hence we cannot be ſurprized, when we 
read the Narratives of thoſe terrible Calami- 
ties which were brought upon that Church, 

firſt 


LF 
firſt . che — and then " the Otto- 
man Race. ' 

In the angle of our own md we atk 
that the, chearful Innocence and ſweet Simpli- 
city of Manners which adorned the Charac- 
ters of our earlieſt Reformers, equally com- 
manded the Admiration of their own and 
each ſucceeding Age. Indeed the Complexion 
of thoſe Times in which they flouriſhed was 
in no Reſpect more diſcernible than in the 
Uſe of many vain and pompous Rites, the In- 
troduction of - pecuniary: Compenſations for 
Sin, which contributed to weaken the Princi- 
ple of Virtue, and in a great Meaſure to de- 
ſtroy the Neceſſity 'of good Works. Hence 
the genuine Worth of a virtuous Converſation 
and an holy Life was exceedingly depreciated. 
— But a more pleaſing Scene diſcovers itſelf. 
to our View. The Volumes of Scripture, 
which had been long ſealed up and hidden 
from the common People, were no ſooner 
opened and explained to them, than the Miſts 

| | of 
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of Error became diſpelled, and the lovely 
Truths of the Goſpel were ſincerely acknow- 
ledged and admired. Thoſe venerable Per- 
ſons, whom the Proteſtant Religion claims as 
its great Champions and Defenders, ſhone as 
Lights in the World; whilſt the firſt Reform- 
er, a Native of this County *, called by one 
of our old Writers ENGLAND's MORN- 
ING STAR,” rendered himſelf juſtly cele- 
brated for the Extent of his Learning, the 
Energy of his Eloquence, and the unblemiſh- _ 
ed Purity of his Life. Surely the Tribute of 
unfeigned Applauſe is ever due to the Memo- 
ry of theſe exalted Characters. They were ac- 
ceptable to God, and approved of Men: | Their 
Name liveib for evermore. The People will tell 


| of their Wiſdom, and the NG will - a 
forth their Praiſe. + £ 


The Chriſtian Religion has been Nele | 
ed by its Adverſaries as tending to debaſe the 
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* JOHN WICLIFF, diſtinguiſhed among his 8 
os the Title of 4 the Evangelical Doctor. 


B State 
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State of Man; by enjoining Humility ai 
Self-denial, by detaching us from every 
worldly Purſuit, by deadening our Eager- 
neſs for Glory, and extinguiſhing thoſe 
Sparks of Ambition which rouſe the Mind 
to Activity and Vigor. And it muſt e. 
lowed, that the Acquiſition of Fame, or 
pular Applauſe, is never ſuggeſted i in the Gof- 


1 


pel of Chriſt as a Motive to animate us in the 
Diſcharge of our Duty. That Goſpel diſ- 
parages, and holds in little Eſtimation, thoſe 
Objects on which the Pride of Man is apt to 
fix; ſuch as Wealth, Honor, and ſecular Wiſ⸗ 
dom: The Contempt of, which is the Crite- 
rion of a great Mind. But it propoſes to us 
more powerful Incentives to real Merit. The 
Glow of Emulation, and the Ardors of vir- 
tuous Ambition, are foſtered in our Breaſts 
from the ſtrongeſt of all Motives, the Deſire 
of advancing the Glory of God. Such is the 
Doctrine of the Text. Let your Light /o ſhine 
| fore M en, that n may fon your good Works, 
and 


N | 5 2 . 


| (:& Y 
and glorify your Father which is in Heavin. 


Wich this aptly. correſponds: the Admonition 
of St Peter to his new Converts. '' Having your 


Converſation honeſt among the Gentiles, that, 
whereas they ſpeak ' againſt you. as evil Doers; - 
they may, by your good Works which" they ſpall 


| behold, glorify God in the Day of Vi Zitation . 


Thus are we encouraged; to recommend our- 
ſelves by the unſullied Integrity of our moral 


Conduct: Not to conceal our Talents, not to 
place our Lamp under a Buſhel; but to bring 


it forth, to diſplay its Light. Is it not the 
moſt honorable of all Incitements, for a frail 
and dependent Being to exert itfelf- with inde- 
fatigable Aſſiduity, to glorify its almighty E 
Creator? If that great and wiſe Being has 


graciouſly condeſcended to notice, accept, and 


reward the Services of the Children of Men 
nay, in ſome Meaſure even to derive Glory 
from them, ſhall we not (eagerly endeavour 
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bitant of che eloiſtered Gloom ſeclude himſelf 


from the Eye of the World: The Influence 
of his Virtues is loſt, like the Flower of the 
Wilderneſs, which waſtes its Sweets unno- 
ticed and unſeen. A Life of Indolence and 


Supineneſs is tru ly diſhonorable. The Duties 


of a Chriſtian are repreſented in Terms ex- 


preſſive of unceaſing Vigilance, of continued 


Efforts. To aſſume the Diligence of the Mer- 
chant, Who labors with unwearied Toil to 
obtain the Pearl of great Price to have our 
Loins always girt, like the anxious Traveller, 
who purſues his Journey with unremitting 
Attention and Care—to run the Race with 
the painful Solicitude of a Candidate for the 
Pythian or Olympic Wreath under ſuch 
Imagery are happily ſhadowed out the Diffi- 
culties and Labors of our Chriſtian Vocation. 

The laudable Ambition of pleaſing his Cre- 
ator (and what more glorious Ambition can 
the Mind of Man have?) ſhould impel every 
1 to aſpire after the higheſt Attain- 


ments | 


(my 


ments of Goodneſs. How elevated therefore, 


how improved ſhould be the Character of that 
Order of Men which is more immediately fet 
apart for the Service of God *! The Direc- 
tion in the Text is applicable to all the Diſei- 
ples of Chriſt; emphatically ſo to the Miniſ- 
ters of his Goſpel, the appointed 'Diſ] penſers 


of his Word. And furely this Injunction 


was never more ſeaſonable than in the pre- 
ſent Age—when the moſt important Truths 
of Revelation have been boldly contradicted, 
and the Inſpiration of the facred Writings 
only ut denied; when thofe Writings have 
been rudely mangled by the Licentiouſneſs 
of Criticiſm f, and the Goſpel of JESUS 

CHRIST, 


* Cum omnes omnino Diſciplinacs tenere oporteat, multo ma- 
gis Præpoſitos & Diaconos curare hoc fas eſt, qui Exemplum & 
Documentum cæteris de Converſatione & Moribus ſuis bel 
„ Epiſt. 62, Set. 2. 


| + Every Encomium is due to the fudicions and temperate cu. 
ticifms of a Lowth and a Kennicott, a Blaney and a Newcome, on 


the Old, of an Owen and a Barrington on the New Teſtament. 


The raſh and adventurous Hand which, againſt the Authority of 


M88. 


62) 


CHRIST, che eternal Son of God, nearly 
reduced to a Level with the Koran of Maho- 
met. Some happy Effects, indeed, have ori- 
ginated from hence, as Evil is often produc- 
tive of Good. Of the Lucubrations of thoſe 
Perſons who lift up the Hand of Parricide 
againſt that Church to whoſe Bounty they 
owe their Bread, it is ſufficient to obſerve, 
chat they ſoon fink into Obſcurity. The in- 
ceſſant Exertions of the avowed Enemies of 
our Faith have incited pious and learned Men 
to examine the Grounds, and defend the 
Cauſe, of our damon Chriſtianity *. TO 


M88. and with all the Temeriey of Conjetture, dares to eraſe 
whole Chapters, merely to ſupport the 3 of the preſent 
Moment, i is here cenſured, 

* Tt has pleaſed the divine Wiſdom never yet to leave Chriſ- 

* tianity. wholly at Leiſure from Oppoſers ; but to give its Pro- 
„ feſſors that perpetual Exerciſe of their Induſtry and Zeal. And 
10 who can tell, if, without ſuch Adverſaries to rouſe and quicken 
7 them, they might not, in a long Tract of Time, have grown 
« remiſs in the Duties, and ignorant in the Doctrines, of Reli- 


& gion, ? 1 ned Sermon at a pee Commencement at 
Cambridge 1 1 


| che 


( ay 0 


the labored e of one Author, and the 
heterogeneous Compoſitions of another, we 
owe the vigorous and ſucceſsful Efforts -of 
true Genius and profound Erudition. Need 
I to add, that the Endeavours of a well-known 
Hiſtorian to ſully the Purity of our holy Reli- 
gion have given Birth to many truly valuable 
Publications, in which its tranſcendent Excel- 
lency is moſt powerfully aſſerted and moſt. 
happily confirmed? And here one Rule ob- 
viouſly ſuggeſts itſelf to our Notice. The 
moſt accompliſhed Critic of Antiquity has re- 
commended to thoſe who are defirous of ex- 
celling in Compoſition, to enquire how the 
beſt and moſt correct Authors would have 
expreſſed themſelves on the Subjects before 
them; and thus to catch the Spirit, and ac- 
quire the Powers, of theſe ineſtimable Wri- 
ters . Let the ſame Leſſon be obſerved in 


39 Longin. de Sublim. Sect. 14. 


the 
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the Regulation of our Conduct. Amidſt 
the wild Extravagance of Opinions, and the 
open Profligacy of Manners, which almoſt 
_ every-where prevail, when we ſee che eflen- 
tial Doctrines of our Church attacked by the 
Wit, and ridiculed by the Sneer, of Profane- 
neſs in theſe and ſimilar Caſes, let us reflect 
how ST, PAUL or ST JOHN would have ac- 
quitted themſelves; How the one would have 
diſcovered. the moſt fervent Zeal in the Cauſe 
of his Religion; how the other would have 
breathed the genuine Spirit of Charity and 
Love. Or if the Examples of Men particular- 
ly favored with the Influx of divine Grace, 
be deemed too elevated for us, let the Pattern 
of the 1 8 HOOK ER f, or the devout 

HERBERT, 


* Epiceti Enchiridion, C. 51. Aliquis Vir bonus nobis eli. 
gendus eſt ac ſemper ante Oculos habendus ut ſie tanquam illo ſpec- 
tante vivamus et tanquam * vidente faciamus.——Senecæ Epiſi. 
11. ; 

+ May I be allowed to on the well-known Teſtimony for- 
_ merly given to the literary Merit of this excellent Perſon? The 
learned Doctor Sanderſon having read to Pope Clement VIII. 

: ; Hooker's 


a) 


HERBERT, be ever before us. Animated 
by their holy Fervors, their truly apoſtolical 
Labors, let us endeavour to expreſs, in our 
own Lives, a faithful Tranſcript of their Hu- 
mility, their placid and ſanctified Learning, 
their pious and primitive Deportment. In 
the Hiſtory of their Lives, as in a poliſhed 
Mirror, we behold the lovely Union of thoſe. 
excellent Qualities, which adorn the Temper, 
and exalt the Character, of a Chriſtian Paſtor.. 
What,” though NegloAt, - Obloquy;; and! Goa 
tempt, ſhould be our Portion? Such, alſo, 


Hooker's firſt Book of eccleſiaſtical Polity in. Latin, his Holineſs 
faid, <4 There is no Learning that this Man hath not ſearched in- 
* to: Nothing too hard for his Underſtanding. This Man, in- 
| © deed, deſerves the Name of an Author : His Books will get 
« Reverence by Age; for there are in them ſuch Seeds of Eterni- 
4 ty, that, if the Reſt be like this, they hall continue till the laſt 
Fire ſhall devour all Learning. | 
* Tt will not ſurely be deemed preſumptuous to recommend the 
diligent Peruſal of the little Tractate, entitled A Prieſt to the 
Temple, publiſhed by Mr George Herbert. That Simplicity 
of Language, that Fervor of Piety, which pervades this Work, 
abundantly compenſates ſome Singularities obſervable in it, which 
may be attributed to the Age in which. it was written. | 


C has 


has been the Portion of the beſt of Ment. 
Even our bleſſed Lord himſelf, the reſplen- 


dent Exemplar of perfect Innocence, expe- 


rienced the Bitterneſs of Wrath, the Harſh» 
neſs of Reproach, and the Virulence of Cen- 


ſure. Much leſs can we, his humble Fol- 
Jawers, ever hope to eſcape the ſame inj uri | 
ous Treatment. But let not this prompt us to 
a Relaxation in our Endeavours to excel in 


Soodneſs: Let not our Light be raſhly and 


haſtily extinguiſhed : Rather let it continue 
to ſpread its mild and benign Influence a- 
round. | 
The Church of England Rae lang heck: "SR 
Py, and, I truſt, ſhe will always continue ſo, 
under the Government of wiſe and good 
Men ; while her parochial Clergy have gene- 
rally merited the higheſt Applauſe by their 
Learning, their Piety, their Moderation. - We 
may, however, affirm, without incurring the 
Imputation of Temerity or Invective, that 


ach bright Examples Have. not conduced to 


leſſen 


6 


leſſen the Quantity of Vice and Profaneneſs 
in the Degree that might be reaſonably ex- 
pected. And it is painful to remark, that the 
Exertions of ſome few Individuals will ſcarce 


accompliſh ſo deſirable an Effect; that more 


energetic Means are ſtill wanting to produce 


an extenſive and permanent Reform. But 
ſhall this diſcourage us? Shall our Zeal be 
flackened, from a Notion that the Times can- 


not bear any vigorous Difplay of it? This 


| would be to do the Work of God by the 
ſhort-ſighted Maxims of worldly Policy. Our 
Diligence and Aſſiduity ſhould never be at a 
Stand. It becomes us, with the Ardor of Ne- 
hemiah and his faithful Builders, to be con- 
tinually upon our Guard. While we diſpenſe 
the Leſſons of Inſtruction to the People, while 
ve preſs upon them the Neceſſity of a good 

Life, it is our Part, by the Amiableneſs of 


our own Behaviour, to illuſtrate the Power of 


Godlineſs, alienating ourſelves as much a 
poſſible from the unedifying Converſation of 
C 2 the 


— — — 


Ty 
the World, from all its vain and frivolous 


Amuſements, —by the ſevereſt and moſt rigid 


Temperance—by a contemplative; an humble, 


and an holy Life. The Apoſtle has expreſſed 
| himſelf 3 in this Chapter in a Manner peculiar- 


ly emphatical. Inexcuſable art thou, O Man, 


whoſoever thou' art, who teacheſt another, and 


teacheſt not thyſelf. Thou who knoweft' God's 


Will, and art a Guide to the Blind, a Light to 
thoſe. which are in Darkneſs, an Infiruftor, and a 


Teacher, through mow the Law, aiſbonoref 
thou CO 


To lead Mankind to ieee Minh 
being the End of all our Doctrine, the Point 
to which all our Studies ſhould converge, 
how can we better make our Light ſhine before 
Men, how can we better ſupport the Dignity 
of the miniſterial Function, than by a ſedu- 
lous and critical Enquiry into che Learning 
of the inſſ ſpired nee, an nn werky > 


» ſow, 


of 
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of every Chriſtian, Se and Scholar. 
Let it not be deemed a mere declamatory To- 
pic, to intimate the Obligation we are under 
to ſearch thoſe heavenly Volumes with unre- 
mitting Diligence. Whether we examine the 
hiſtorical, the prophetic, or doctrinal Parts of 
Scripture, we ſhall experience them much 
more worthy of Regard than the moſt elabo- 
rate and refined Compoſitions of Greece or 
Rome. The Myſteries of our holy Religion 
are not vain Speculations to divert the Ima- 
gination ; they are the awful Truths, the fun- 
damental Doctrines, of that glorious GCofpel 
| which is committed to our Truſt, and therefore 
deſervedly claim our maſt ſerious Attention. 
„When Moſes and Elias,” ſays the. cele- 
brated Mr Boyle, © left their local, not real 
Heaven, and appeared in Glory to con- 
e verſe with our transfigured Saviour on the 
% Mount, their Diſcourſe was not of the Go- 
% vernment of Kingdoms, the Engagement 


* of great Armies, Conqueſts, and Revolu- 
. CC 


tions 


Cal 


tions of Empires—but they diſcourſed up, 


„on the chief Subject of the inſpired Book, 
the Deceaſe which he ſhould accompliſh at 
* Jeruſalem, thoſe meritoriqus Paſſions, that 
** miraculous. Death, that were to redeem and 
** ſave a whole World.“ Surely then, when 
we conſider theſe Books as written by the 


Finger, and dictated by the Spirit, of God, 


as faithfully recording the bleſſed Life and 


Actions of that divine Maſter, under whoſe 


Banners we have the Honor to ſerve with 


what Earneſtneſs ſhould we apply ourſelves to 
the Acquirement of the Wiſdom therein con- 


tained! Thus ſhall we be better enabled ta 


comprehend the grand Deſign of Man's Re- 


demption: We ſhall be better prepared to 
contend with the Herd of ſhallow Deiſts, 
atheiſtical Freethinkers, and looſe Lovers of 


this World : We ſhall be ſupplied with every 


ſound and rational Argument to combat with 
Succeſs the Bigotry of Enthuſiaſm, the Inſo- 
lence of Profaneneſs, and the Impertinence of 


5 . ; 


(2) 

_ Folly; to admoniſh with Patience, and to re- 
buke with Boldneſs; to ſtrengthen the Weak, - - 
and to inſtruct the Doubtful. | And thus we 
may be truly ſaid to male our Light ſhine before 
Men. Let let it ever be remembered, that all 
human Erudition ſhould: ſubſerve the Cauſe 
of practical Religion - that the moſt extenſive - 
Knowledge and the moſt cultivated Under- 
ſtanding, all the Learning of the moſt learned 
Rabbies, Philoſophers, and Divines, will be of 
very little Import, unleſs there be a Practice 
moſt ſtrictly conformable to our holy Profeſ- 
ſion. The Life of a Chriſtian is the beſt 
Comment upon his Doctrine; and the only 
true End of every literary Accompliſhment is, 
to amend the Manners and improve the 
Heart, to make Men good Citizens and good 
Chriſtians. And though it may not be the 
Lot of every Miniſter of Chriſt to receive the 
_ - juſt Reward of his Labors here (for we ſee 
many Clergymen, nay even ſtipendiary Cu- 
rates, conſigned to an Oblivion, who have an 
indiſputable 


: 
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indiſputable Claim to higher ExpeRtatiojis); 
Vet WW dN — with this Re- 


2 * 


tian Excel- 
0 cies ate the wle Wound of genuine 


© Merit; and that to promote the Apiritual 
SBood of others, and thereby to enlarge the 
Kingdom of Chriſt, will finally exalt us to 


that Place, where Ibey that be wiſe, or, as it 


might be rendered with more Propriety, #bey 
that are Infiruftors, ſhall ſhine as the Brighingſe 


of the Firmament, and they. that turn many to 
e, a lle Ts for ever and ever *, 


* Dan. xii. 3. Thus i. it 3s 3 3 Margin af one Bibles 


nd in ys "EE Expoſition of Daniel 5 Prophete, 15459" * 


they auhiche 8 many to the 2 55 the rightwyſe mains 
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